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sweeps and valleys all the way to the Bonneville Salt Flats, where
the glaciers stopped roaming. Having taken a sample tour in June,
here’s a taste of the Rendezvous’ Eastern Loop Ride. 

Piles Of Spaghetti 
With our bellies full of hash browns and eggs thanks to the nos-
talgia-laden Red Hut Cafe, we slunk out of South Lake Tahoe via
Pioneer Trail and connected with Route 50/89 in Meyers. After a
quick fuel stop for a full day’s allowance of dino juice, and we were
off for the hills. Passing through the agriculture check at the bor-
der, we dipped left (east) off the main road, through a residential
area, and climbed up, parallel to 89 via South Upper Truckee
Road, a single-lane forest road through campgrounds filled with
weekend warriors armed with bicycles and hiking boots. Paved-
over fire cuts made for some entertaining riding as we climbed to
connect with 89 again, aka Luther Pass Road. Stopping at the
intersection of valleys and roadways, at the Route 88/89 inter-
change we made a left onto Carson Pass Highway and a right
again in the circa-1860 Pony Express station of Woodfords.
Stopping in the quaint village of Markleeville for a break, the
scenery opened up to grand vistas. “It’s not beautiful,” quipped a
passing local, “it’s breathtaking!” Remembering that for every
1,000' of elevation, we lose 3 percent horsepower thanks to thin-
ner air, I was grateful for the big GS’ power plant.
We remained on 89 all the way over Monitor Pass to Route 395,

cresting at over 8,300' above sea level. With its majestic views
and 60-plus-mile visibility, Monitor Pass was humbling. My last
trip to this area had been 30 years ago in the back of my parents’
custom Econoline: my face pressed against the bubble window
like a canned ham, and my father white-knuckled in the passenger
seat while my mother slowly climbed the grade east to west with
her jaw wide open. It felt as if all of Pennsylvania could fit in the
valley before my eyes. I didn’t know it then, but I realize now that
that trip is part of why I moved to California 15 years later — awe-
inspiring scenery from tip to tail. 
With racetrack conditions on 89, some of the group went back

for a second helping before making the connection to the scenic
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Mark your calendars for the last weekend of
August and point your handlebars toward the
High Sierras of California and Nevada. If
you’re not already familiar with the popular
lakeside ski resort/casino town of Lake

Tahoe, be prepared to learn a lot. Historically known for the Gold
and Silver Rushes of the 19th century, volcanic and glacial land
events, and modern-day entertainment, the “Lake in the Sky” offers
everything from rock concerts to rock climbing, black diamond
descents to decreasing radii. And from August 23 to 26, you can
add the first annual Lake Tahoe Adventure Motorcycle Ride &
Rendezvous to the list of reasons to visit.

High Sierra Heaven
This is the version of California I fell in love with in 1977. I was only 
7 years old, but I knew someday I’d be back to enjoy the high moun-
tain life; 30 some years later, I’m closer, but not quite there. Not yet.
With its mixed pine and redwood forests, composed granite, pine-
needle floor, and house-sized boulders, it’s a sportsman’s paradise. And
having recently toured the area on a BMW 1200 GS Adventure, I would
suggest adding motorcycling to the list of must-dos in the region.
Straddling the California and Nevada borders, the Lake Tahoe

Basin offers a little bit of everything from Sin City-like gaming to knee-
dragging twisties. And while the Rendezvous might only be three days
long, I’d put in for vacation time, as you’ll need the extra days to see
it all. Open to all makes of bikes and riders, and offering four on-road
and four off-road self-guided tours, as well as vendor displays, night-
clubs, beach barbecues, seminars, off-road clinics by RawHyde, and
guest speakers like the legendary Dick Mann, the Rendezvous is sure
to keep you too busy to enjoy your in-room Jacuzzi.
The landscape of the Lake Tahoe Basin is a geologist’s fantasy

from its creation due to fault blocks (visible in Genoa, Nevada) to its
glacial scraping and volcanic eruptions. Lake Tahoe is the largest
alpine lake (meaning those above 5,000') in North America, and its
water is famed for its spectacular coloring. If you’ve never seen a
“Keep Tahoe Blue” bumper sticker, like me, you’ll be going home
with one. Eastward, the hills undulate with 3,000'-7,000' elevation
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backbone of California, 395, and
our lunch stop in Walker. I’m
told the burgers at the roadside
rest Walker Burger were pretty
good, but I opted for a soft serve
ice cream while we swapped 
stories of riding — Utah,
Nicaragua, the Bay Area. Our
rag-tag group of journalists
could tell you a thing or 20 about
riding around the world, and it’s
all part of the Rendezvous: rid-
ing with friends old and new,
making memories along the way. 

Northbound, we rode along
perhaps the last unimpeded road
out there: 35 miles of creek- 
running, prairie-bounding, and
valley-blazing all the way to the
south end of Smith Valley along
Route 338 into Nevada. We zig-
zagged our way west toward the
valley wall. Carson Valley has a
history like no other, and if you
take the Rendezvous’ Northern
Loop, you’ll pass through such
infamous places as Mormon
Station, Genoa, and Wally’s Hot
Springs. This is where Old West
history rubs elbows with riders.
Mark Twain wrote much about
this area in Roughing It.

Before the fast and wide
Route 207 was paved, it was one
of the first toll roads in America.
Built in 1860, this wagon road
shortened the distance between
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California’s capital, Sacramento, and the
silver mining town of Virginia City by 15
miles — a long way from the hard seat of
a wagon, I suppose. The first Pony Express
route lies under some of that road as well,
and from a few pullouts along the way, it
can be seen exactly as it was in 1861. The
trail isn’t accessible to streetbikes —
although much of it has been paved over in
the name of progress — but it remains
popular with equestrian clubs.

Cresting the grade at Daggett Pass,
we reentered the Lake Tahoe basin in the
town of Stateline and coasted our way to
the lakeside, connecting with the lake
loop road, Route 50, just a quarter mile
from the host hotel, MontBleu Resort
Casino & Spa. A great meal and greater
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annual Lake in the Sky Air Show, com-
plete with warbird flybys and vintage
and military aircraft displays. Sign up
for the Rendezvous today and experi-
ence one of America’s crown jewels. RB

company at the Riva Grill only diluted a
great day of riding before slumping off to
sleep at 6,000' above sea level. 

Canyons By Day,
Casinos By Night 
After the economic slump, the prolifera-
tion of reservation casinos, and some bad
apples at a motorcycle rally in Reno, the
organizers of the Lake Tahoe Adventure
Motorcycle Ride & Rendezvous are
seeking to reposition the area as getaway
for a different kind of crowd. As riders
themselves — from street to overland to

MX racers — they understand a rider’s
mind and want to share their hometowns
and back roads with you through a non-
denominational riding event that favors
the beauty of the region over the chrome
on your bike.

You don’t need a dual-sport; the
greater Lake Tahoe area boasts terrific
motorcycle riding, both on and off the
pavement. Every road surrounding the
lake is dynamite. And there’s more to do
off the bike than in most other destina-
tions. Also in town that weekend are the
Pacific Fine Arts Festival and the 23rd
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VOULEZ-VOUS
RENDEZVOUS?
Lake Tahoe Adventure Motorcycle 
Ride & Rendezvous
775/586-7700
530/541-2462 x101
TahoeAdventureMoto.com

Lake Tahoe Tourism
VisitingLakeTahoe.com

MontBleu Resort Casino & Spa
South Lake Tahoe, NV
775/588-3515
MontBleuResort.com 

Riva Grill
South Lake Tahoe, CA
530/542-2600
RivaGrill.com

The Red Hut Café
South Lake Tahoe, CA
530/541-9024
RedHutCafe.com

Walker Burger
Coleville, CA 
530/495-2219


